Status epilepticus during pregnancy. A case report.
Status epilepticus is a rare but potentially life threatening complication that women with epilepsy may experience during pregnancy. Poor compliance may contribute to the occurrence of status epilepticus, resulting in the need for substantial increases in anticonvulsant dosing to suppress seizures. A 39-year-old woman, gravida 2, para 0, abortion 1, with a history of epilepsy since childhood, delivered twins following an episode of myoclonic status epilepticus. The infants tolerated the maternal seizures and the aggressive anticonvulsant therapy without residual problems. Status epilepticus seems more likely to occur in women with epilepsy during the third trimester. Fourteen of 19, or 74%, of cases reviewed, including the case we report on here, experienced status epilepticus in the third trimester or during labor.